Weather Related School Closing

USD 210 — Hugoton Schools

How the decision is made

Closing school due to inclement weather is one of the most difficult decisions a superintendent makes, involving the
educational needs of the students, family childcare arrangements, and transportation safety.

Before making the decision, Superintendent Mark Crawford receives data from district employees and county
officials about the weather conditions across the 575 square miles of the district, in an attempt to gather the most
reliable information possible. He also receives a professional weather service report by 5:00 a.m., and then confers
with area superintendents and/or area district officials.

The superintendent specifically evaluates the amount of snowfall, current road conditions and the potential for icing,
temperature, timing and duration of the storm, the safety of student drivers, readiness of school parking lots and
sidewalks and availability of buses and drivers.

On any day when weather is a concern, parents may choose to delay the arrival of their children to school, not send
them on that day or pick them up early during the day.

Timeline

The decision to cancel school is typically made by 6 a.m. and immediately sent out to area TV and radio stations.
Bus drivers and principals are notified by School Reach. The message will be relayed to additional staff via calling
trees or School Reach. While it is preferable to make the decision the night before, it is not usually possible.

Early Dismissal: If a winter weather condition develops while school is in session, early dismissal of school may
be required. However, such would only occur under the most extreme conditions. If a decision is made during the
school day, the different types of communication listed above would also be used to notify parents and employees
including School Reach. In the case of early dismissal, after school is in session, school administrators and staff will
work with parents as much as possible to assist in the safety of all students. Parents are advised to make prior
plans with their children for such a situation.




